Spontaneous closure of paravalvular leak after mitral valve replacement.
Complications after prosthetic valve replacement may be multiple. In biologic valves, valve detachment and cusp perforation may occur. If this is of significant magnitude, reoperation may be required. This report describes recurrent mitral regurgitation after mitral valve replacement with a Hancock porcine xenograft. The regurgitation subsided spontaneously three months later. We felt that a paravalvular leak closed, with progressive fibrosis and tightening of the annulus. Functional results in this patient were excellent.